Grace Powell
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Good Samaritan College Alumni Association <alumniservices@email.gscollege.edu>
Tuesday, December 14, 2021 6:59 PM
Grace Powell
GSC Alumni Newsletter | December 2021

Message from GSC President Dr. Judy
Kronenberger

This message is sent with my prayer that all of you are healthy during this
holiday season! It is hard to believe that 2022 is just around the corner and
2021 will soon be a memory. Good Samaritan College of Nursing and Health
Science has been very blessed during 2021 and I know I am very grateful for
all of you as we celebrated our 125 year anniversary on Nov. 1st with a ribbon
cutting for the newly renovated space and a timeline on the wall to
commemorate the rich history of this great institution. We continue to live out
the mission and vision of the early Sisters of Charity who dedicated their lives
to the education and training of professional nurses and we look forward to
continuing our endeavors into 2022!
Typical of all organizations, change is inevitable. With that in mind, it is with
sadness that Dr. Michelle Roa, our Dean of Nursing, has submitted her
resignation effective Dec. 31st. While we are sorry to see Dr. Roa leave the
College and TriHealth, we respect her personal decision and wish her well.
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Michelle has been with TriHealth for 32 years and 17 of those years with Good
Samaritan College of Nursing and Health Science (GSC). She came to TriHealth
32 years ago as a Patient Care Assistant (PCA) at Bethesda Oak and then as a
registered nurse after she completed her pre-licensure program at Bethesda
Hospital School of Nursing. Although she began her career in oncology at
Bethesda Oak, Michelle found her passion in nursing education at Good
Samaritan College of Nursing and Health Science in 2004 as a PCA instructor
and then quickly moving to the last course of the Associate of Applied Science
in Nursing (AASN) program. Although her tenure at GSC started as a faculty
member, Dr. Roa was appointed to the Dean of Nursing position in 2017 and
has served GSC with a servant attitude since that time. One of her many
accomplishments as a leader at GSC included the development of the RN to
BSN completion program and within the last 2 years, she worked with her
faculty to offer this program 100% virtually and obtain all necessary regulatory
approvals.
Michelle received her Ph.D. in nursing education in 2013 and her dissertation
on student learning style preferences and outcomes was highly valuable in
developing curriculum changes to reflect the current standards of group
learning and active learning strategies. As the Academic Dean of Nursing, she
has been a model of servant leadership, taking pride in serving and building
relationships with faculty and students, and leading through all the changes
including the last 2 years navigating the pandemic.
A search for a new Academic Dean of Nursing will begin immediately and will
include involvement of GSC leaders and nursing faculty. We are proud of the
progress made under Michelle’s leadership and remain confident in the strength
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and future of our great Good Samaritan College of Nursing and Health Science.
Please join me in thanking Michelle for her years of dedicated service to our
students, faculty, and staff, and sending her best wishes.

Commencement is Thursday, Dec. 16th
Spring semester starts Monday, Jan. 10th

Alumni Spotlight

Brandon Ballhaus
1. Where are you working now?
Director of Perioperative Services at Good Samaritan Hospital.

2. What is one goal you would like to achieve in your lifetime?
I have many personal and professional goals. Professionally I would like to
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eventually earn the ability to be CEO of a hospital. Personally I would really like
to learn to play a musical instrument.

3. What makes you laugh no matter what?
I have a few videos of my kids throughout their lives that I can rewatch 100x
and they still crack me up.

4. How do you manage stress?
In a stressful situation I tend to compartmentalize and do my best to domino
obstacles. I try to make the best decision I can with the information I have at
the time. If it works, great. If not then have the humility to just say I was
wrong. Managing stress is easy if you’re ok admitting you're wrong sometimes
or asking for help.

5. What is one of your favorite memories of GSC?
My level 400 group have become lifelong friends. We were a very close group.
It's hard to pinpoint just one memory because that entire semester I learned
and laughed so often. On graduation day, Dean Roa (my 400 instructor at the
time) gave all of us “the key to success” which was a key with Psalms 3:5 on it
“Trust in the lord with all your heart”. I still have this key and it's actually in
my son’s room. Every time I see it reminds me of my time at GSC and all the
great things this college has helped me achieve in my life.

6. Most important advice you'd give to future nursing/healthcare
professionals?
I cannot say it enough. Grace is given. It is not earned. People do not earn
kindness, they do not earn being cared for compassionately. It is our sacred
work and our grace that must always be given.

Support GSC
Good Samaritan College is a place where lives are changed and bright futures
begin. We invite you to join us in this great work!
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DONATE TO GSC

Do you have ideas you would like to share or questions we can answer? Please
contact GSC Alumni Coordinator Grace Powell at
grace.powell@email.gscollege.edu.
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